
Blue-Green Algae Summit
November 3, 2023

My Backyard, Nixonton Community, Little River



My Home
Nixonton
May 2017

Blue is decayed
algae and smells

awful



1600 Acres





Little River Bloom
May 31, 2019



When it gets like this, it stinks



August 2019 Upriver near Halls Creek



Fish Gasping for air after bloom, lots dead and food for seagulls
In Rodney’s Canal – Dissolved Oxygen Depleted









Green Saves Green has over 20 Water Watchers sampling and 
keeping their eyes on the Pasquotank and Little Rivers

We sample 11 sites monthly by Land And Water
6 sites on Little River and 5 sites on the Pasquotank

Samples are mailed to NCDA, UNC Morehead, and NC State 
on ice by UPS/Fedex using grant money from RC&D, EEG & SWCD

We sample year round at 7 sites since May 2022 
and summer only at 11 sites when algae was common 

in our rivers since 2017



Sampling Sites in Little and Pasquotank Rivers



Chairperson
Of Green Saves

Green, Nita Coleman
“getting down”

while pulling samples



Five ECSU Students Helped Us Collect Samples in September



We Let Them Do All The Work While We Supervised



Using Our Meters for DO and Salinity



It was a pleasure to have some of our
youth experience the river and wildlife



The priority needs for responding to the algae bloom issues are:

1.  Enough research to identify the problem
2.  Figure out the solutions i.e. BMPs              

AND

We hope our work as Watershed Watchers since 2017 has helped in some small

way to determine what is causing these horrible algae blooms in

our beautiful rivers and creeks of the Albemarle Area

The End
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